
Patient Information Leaflets

This leaflet applies only to Avloclor (Chloroquine).
It does not contain the complete information about this medicine.  If there is anything that
you do not understand or if you need further information or advice, you should ask your
pharmacist or doctor who will have more details.

Avloclor belongs to a group of medicines called anti-malarials.
This means that it can be used to help prevent malaria.

Ingredients

Active ingredients – 250mg of chloroquine phosphate in each tablet
Inactive ingredients which allow the tablet to be made – maize starch and magnesium
stearate.

When Avloclor should NOT be used

• Before taking your medicine, you should ask your doctor or pharmacist if Avloclor
is the correct anti-malarial for the part of the world that you are visiting

• The tablets are only for you and should not be given to anyone else

What precautions should be taken with Avloclor

• Before taking your medicine, tell your doctor or pharmacist if:
You have ever had problems with your liver or kidneys
Avloclor may cause severe symptoms if you drink alcohol.
You have ever been told you have prophyria or anyone in your family has
You have epilepsy, or a history or convulsions, seizures or fits
You have psoriasis
You are pregnant or suspect you are pregnant
You are breast feeding (Your baby will still need to be given anti-malarial treatment
and you shuld consult your doctor or pharmacist for appropriate advice)

• If you suffer from any fever (high temperature) during or after visiting a country 
where malaria occurs, you should contact your doctor immediately

• Following the use for a long period of time, Avloclor may cause changes to parts 
of your eye which may lead to patchy vision

• You doctor may advise you to have blood or eye tests if taking Avloclor for a long
time

• Avloclor may affect your ability to drive a car or to operate machinery.  You may 
experience blurring of vision or difficulty in focussing your eyes while taking 
Avloclor.

• If you go into hospital, let the medical staff know you are taking Avloclor
• Only stop taking Avloclor 4 weeks after leaving the malarious area



How should I take my Avloclor?

• Adults
Two tablets taken once a week on the same day each week

• Children
1-4 years 1/2 tablet
5-8 years 1 tablet
9-14 years 11/2  tablets

• Adults and children – start 1 week before exposure to risk and continue until 4 weeks
after leaving the malarious area

• Swallow the tablet or part tablet with a drink of water
• Take your Avloclor tablets on the same day each week
• If you miss a dose, take the dose as soon as you remember.  Do not take two doses

at the same time.
• The dosage for children is as described above.  If you need additional advice, please

consult your doctor.
• If you are elderly it may be advisable for your doctor to do some blood tests and 

possibly prescribe a different dose.
• If you take more that your normal dose, contact your doctor or nearest hospital 

urgently.
• Do not stop taking your tablets even if your are feeling well until 4 weeks after leaving

the malarious area, unless your doctor tells you

What undesirable events may be experienced with Avloclor?

As with all medicines, undesirable events are sometimes experienced.  When Avloclor is
used in the prevention or malaria, if used for a long time they can be serious.  For Avloclor
these include:

• Headache
• Stomach upset
• Skin rash or itch
• Hair discolouration or hair loss
• Blurring of vision or difficulty in focusing your eyes
• Convulsions or fits
• Mood changes or other effects on behaviour
• Changes in your blood which may make you bruise easily, get serious infections, 

feel very tired or breathless or may give your skin and eyes a yellow colour (due to
a liver problem)

• Severe rash with peeling or blistering skin sometimes with ulceration of mucus 
membranes

If you take Avloclor for a long time you may experience changes in the normal electrical
signals of your heart, cardiomyopathy (weakening or change in the heart muscle leading
to tiredness or breathlessness) or retinopathy (changes to the retina of your eye) or sensitivity
to light.

Do not be alarmed by this list of possible events.

Stop taking Avloclor and contact your doctor immediately in any of the following situations
:
• If you develop difficulty in breathing with or without swelling of the face, lips, tongue

and/ or throat.
• If you develop swelling of the face, lips, tongue and/ or throat which may cause 

difficulty in swallowing
• If you develop urticaria (itchy skin rash, ‘nettle rash’ or ‘hives’)

Tell your doctor or pharmacist if you think you have any of these or any other problems with
the tablets.


